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California White House anita: on Child Health and Protec. 
Report of November 12, 1932 


7 


Following the opening of the California White 
House Conference on Child Health and Protection at 


tle Palace Hotel, November 11, sessions were continued © 


the following day in the Civic Auditorium, San Fran- 
cisco. In the absence of President Robert G. Sproul 
of the University of California, Dr. Herbert R. Stolz, 
Director of the Institute for Child study at the 


University of California, presided. In opening the 


meeting, Dr. Stolz stated that the purpose of the 
session was to discuss the items which represent the 
ways and means of accomplishing the objectives of the 
conference, a deliberation of the ways and means and 
2 survey of facilities for accomplishing the desired 
objectives. President R. E. Swain, Acting President 
of Stanford University, was first called upon to 
discuss the topic ‘‘ The Value of the State-Wide Organ- 
ization.’’ Dr. Swain stated that the time is here 
‘or bringing into action this great movement of 
state-wide organization and that the 75 organizations 
represented all touch intimately upon the welfare of 
children. The pattern and purpose of the California 
conference was laid down in President Hoover’s 
Washington Conference. The problems to be encoun- 


tered are so complicated that the concerted efforts 


of all these organizations are required in their solution. 
The key to the solution lies in the individuals who 
have been marshaled togetifér to undertake the work. 
he inspiration, as well as the devoted service, rests 


with the group of interested individuals seetered 
throughout the State. 


Dr. Tully C. Knoles, President of the Tinieeneity 


of the Pacific, was then called upon to discuss the 


responsibility of the individual communities to carry 


out the plans of the conference. Dr. Knoles referred © 


to the organized state of social welfare in Kurope, 


as compared with the voluntary organization of such 


work in America. Social welfare in Europe is a 
matter of State responsibility, while in this country 
it is based upon spontaneous efforts. In Europe the 
trend has been toward the organization of systems, 
while in this country practically all of the work 
that we have undertaken has come through voluntary 
efforts in the community. He referred to the differ- 
ence in the development of Athenian and Spartan 
life, making the inference that if the physical view- 
point of the Spartan had been combined with the 
intellectual viewpoint of the Athenian, a far greater 
contribution would have been made to civilization. 
The Spartan failed because it was absolutely devoid 
of sympathy and made no sacrifice for the sake of 


the weak. In terms of community responsibility and 


organization, similar problems are encountered. In 
child welfare, problems can be solved from the main 
sources of information and direction, but they can be 
solved only in the exact communities where they exist. 
The actual task of service must be performed in the 
community by the organizations which are represented 
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in the conference. One of the most important factors 
in the solution of these problems lies in the spirit of 
cooperation that is necessary among the various activi- 


ties that are represented: Controversies must be 
The supreme task is to keep thoughts 


avoided. 
focused upon the: main issue—welfare of the child 
for the sake of the next generation. 

Dr. Giles 8. Porter, Director of the State _—, 
ment of Public Health, was called upon as the speaker 


representing one of the three State departments which 
are directing the California White House Conference. 


Dr. Porter discussed the work of the public health 


‘section in the conference, as well as the medical serv- 


ice section. Discussion of common problems will 
show the physician the problems of the health officer, 
and it will show the health officer the problems of the 
physician. The value of the full-time health depart- 
ment 1s unquestionable. The conference will proba- 
bly bring to light many communities that are capable 
of organizing into health districts which may comprise 
several adjacent counties. The prevention of com- 
municable diseases is one of the important problems in 


public health. Many vital questions have arisen in 


connection with communicable disease prevention. 
Mees the responsibility belong to the health officer or 
to the physician, or does it belong to both? The 


“niore money that is spent for public health the less it 


costs the taxpayer for the maintance of institutions 


-and hospitais. Work in child hygiene is of special 
importance. Physicians have wakened to their neg-. 


lect of many duties relating to the conservation of 


child life. The medical profession is going to see 


that those who cannot afford hospitalization obtain 
hospitalization. Probably much of the prenatal and 
post-natal work can be done safely in the homes, sav- 


ing expense to the county. These suggestions, with 
others, were proposed for discussion by the various 


committees of the conference. 

Mrs. Rheba Crawford Splivalo, Director of the State 
Department of Social Welfare, took the subject ‘‘ What 
the Social Worker Can Contribute.’’ She outlined 


briefly the work of the State Department of Social — 


Welfare in the supervision of orphan aid, in its many 
ramifications. In California, alone, the State spends 
some $6,000,000 per year for the maintance of insti- 
tutions housing the feeble-minded, insane, criminals 
and other defective elements. No money, however, 
has been appropriated to assist children with excep- 
tional intelligence who constitute six per cent of the 
school population. She urged the conference to plan 
assistance for the specially intelligent, as well as the 
abnormally defective. She offered the services of the 
State Department of Social Welfare for the benefit 
of the conference and expressed the opinion that the 


conference will bring to pass a new ~~ for the child. 
hood of the State. 
Mr. Vierling Kersey, Director of the State Board 


of Education, was the last of the directors of the State 


departments concerned to address the conference. 


Mr. Kersey referred to the changed educational pro- 


gram that has come about during the past 25 years, 
Today character, citizenship and culture are regarded 
as of equal importance with reading, writing and 
arithmetic. Fortunately, the idea of education as an 
unending process is accepted in California. The 
California White House Conference, itself, is indica- 


tive of that fact. Educational standards in California 


are exceptionally high and there are many unique 
features in the California educational system that are 
not found in other States. The great objective of 
education in the conference is to find the person need- 
ing a service and the person rendering the service. 
Many teachers know the conditions which need correct- 


ing, but they do not know the agency that is charged — 


with the correction of the condition involved. There 
are 50,000 teachers in California and it is of high 
importance that the conference work hand in hand 
with these school teachers to the mutual advantage of 
the workers and to the particular advantage of every 
child in the State. Too often, attention is not called 
to a situation until definite harm has been done. A 
preventive program can be extended by intimate 
cooperation between all of the agencies that are 


engaged in field work. There must be an intimacy 


of understanding and an intermeshing of the cooper- 
ative associations that have to do with educational 
life. Education has a responsibility in child welfare. 
In our educational program we are not completely 
treating with the home environment or the whole 
child. Assistance is needed in extending the horizon 
of the environment of the child. Probably education 
in the future will provide assistance to help the indivi- 
dual to help himself. There must be a definite pro- 
gram that will develop the child to a point where he 
can be his own greatest source of strength when any 
of these problems that involve us seem to challenge 


him. It would seem that at the present time there 


is a real yearning for new values in life. There has 
been a shift from values that have been materialistic 
to new values that have come out of social service. 
There is an indication that people value fellow man in 
terms of what he is instead of in terms of what he 
has. Education has a lot to do with this. Human 
values are going to rise to new values in California. 
Like social welfare, education is a function of society. 


There has been a tendency recently to consider them 


merely as functions of government. The educational 
challenge and the social welfare challenge, both of 
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which have to do with the lives of children, constitute 


, responsibility that must be written into the spirt of. 


the people and their willingness to carry on. 

Mr. N. P. N eilson, State Supervisor of Education, 
then explained in detail the organization of the Cal- 
fornia Conference on Child Health and Protection, 


outlining the organization of Governor Rolph’s orig- 


inal planning committee and the development of the 
organization into a unit which eventually will reach 
juto the most remote communities of the State. 

After having met with subcommittees, where perti- 
nent problems were discussed, the chairman of the 
sections reported the conference assembled in after- 
noon session. Dr. William Palmer Lucus, represent- 
ing the section on medical service, Dr. John J. Sippy, 
representing the section on public health service and 
administration, Dr. Edna W. Bailey, representing 
the section on education and training, and Mrs. T. E. 
Shucking, representing the section on social welfare, 
each reported for their respective sections. Among 
the individuals called upon to speak by section chair- 
men were Dr. Adelaide Brown of San Francisco, 
Dr. F. W. Lynch of San Francisco, and Dr. Edna 
Barney of the State Teachers College, San Francisco. 

Dr. William P. Shepard, Secretary of the Western 
Branch of the American Public Health Association, 
then summarized the plan of the California White 
House Conference. His conclusions indicate that 


there is much work to be done; that there is a place > 
for controversy, but that final recommendations must 
have agreement. Perhaps the most important pur- 


pose of the conference lies in the dissemination of 
information relative to child care and protection, Dr. 
Shepard stated further that he knew of no health or 
welfare movement starting in California which had 
begun under more auspicious circumstances. Follow- 
ing Dr. Shepard’s address, action was taken by the 


conference in the approval of the administrative plan 


as worked out in detail by the executive committee of 
the conference. Embodied in the motion to adopt the 
report of. the executive committee, there were the 
thanks and appreciation of the conference to the 
executive committee. Following are the names of the 
State section and committee chairmen: 


Section J— 


Medical Service, Dr. Wm. Palmer Lucas 


A. Growth and Development, Dr. Herbert Stolz 

B. Prenatal and Maternal Care, Dr. Adelaide 
Brown 

C. Medical Care, Dr. Henry Dietrich 


Section 


Publie Health Service and Administration, Dr. John 
J. Sippy 


A. Public Health Organization, Dr. J. D. Dunshee 


B. Communicable: Disease Control, Dr. Walter 
H. Brown 


C. Milk Production “ial Control, Dr. Sam H. 
Greene 


Section ITI— 


Education and Training, Dr. Edna W. Bailey 


A. The family and Parent Education, Mrs. wW. 
J. Bingham 


B. The Infant and Preschool Child, Dr. Lovisa 


Wagoner 
©. The School Child, Dr. Anita Laton 

D-1 Vocational Guidance 

D-2 Child Labor 

E-1 Recreation, Mr. Charles Davis 

K-2 Physical Education, Mr. Charles Davis 

F’. Special Classes, Mrs. B. C. Clark 

G. Youth Outside of Home and School, Miss 
J osephine Randall 


Section IV— 
Social Welfare, Mrs. T. E. Shucking 

A. Community Organization for Social Welfare, 
Mrs. Walter Van Dyke 

B-1 Physically Handicapped, “irs. Leo Youn g- 
worth | 

B-2 Mentally Handicapped, Miss Louise Lombard 

C-1 Dependency and Neglect, Miss Lowise Drury 


C-2 Delinquency and Probation, Mrs. A. S. 


Musante 


D-1 Foster Homes and Adoptions, Mrs. Grace | 


Y. Hudson 
D-2 Institutional Relations, Mrs. Harry Geballe 


D-3 Family Guidance and Cooperation, Mrs. C. 
E. Hunter 


DRIED FRUIT INSPECTION 


During September in southern California a cam- 
paign has been made to improve conditions in the 


dried fruit industry, particularly dried figs. During 


past years many dealers in Los Angeles have pur- 
chased ‘‘orchard run’’ figs, which they have brought 
to their places of business, processing and packing 
them without sorting. Numerous complaints have 
been received relative to the unfitness of such products 


for food purposes. As a result, nearly 90,000 pounds ~ 


of dried figs in the hands of shippers have been quar- 
antined. One lot of 5000 pounds was destroyed with 
coal oil voluntarily by the shipper. Another lot of 
400 pounds, worm-infested, was destroyed voluntarily 
by the owner. None of this material has been 
destroyed without making every effort to salvage it. 
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SAFEGUARDING OYSTERS 


Routine work relative to oyster sanitation was 


undertaken during September in San Francisco and 
in Humboldt County. During the month large lay- 
ings of oysters in San Quentin Bay, off Lower Cali- 
fornia, were inspected. American interests have a 15- 
year concession on taking oysters from this bay and 
wish to dispose of them in California. While this bay 
is destitute of anything that might bring about con- 
tamination, there is possibility of contamination of 
oyster beds. by the large numbers of Mexicans who 
might gather them. Plans are being made to provide 
adequate safeguards against the possibility of con- 
tamination from this source. 


GARBAGE DISPOSAL IMPROVED 


An investigation was made recently along the ocean 
beach from Coronado to Imperial Beach, a distance of 
approximately eight miles, in order to check up on the 
sanitation of this stretch of ocean beach. It was de- 
termined that through the cooperation of the United 
States naval authorities, harbor officers and the San 
Diego Health Department, the dumping of garbage 
and refuse into the ocean at points where it might 
wash ashore has been discontinued and conditions 
along the beach at the time of inspection were 
thoroughly satisfactory. 


MORBIDITY * 

Diphtheria. 

75 eases of diphtheria have been reported, as follows: 
Alameda County 1, Fresno County 1, Brawley 1, Kern 
County 6, Los Angeles County 7, Compton 5, El 
Monte 2, Glendale 1, Huntington Park 2, Los Angeles 
28, Pasadena 1, San Gabriel 1, South Gate 1, Madera 
County 1, Orange County 1, Santa Ana 1, San Diego 
4, Santa Clara County 2, Stanislaus County 1, Tulare 
County 2, Porterville 5, Ventura County 1. 


Influenza. 


903 cases of influenza have been reported. Those 
communities reporting 10 or more cases are as follows: 
Berkeley 11, Oakland 25, Fresno County 52, Sanger 
29, Kern County 19, Los Angeles County 47, Glendale 
23, Los Angeles 322, Pasadena 12, Whittier 13, Fort 
Bragg 12, Monterey County 15, Orange County 37, 
Anaheim 31, Santa Ana 11, Placentia 10, San Ber- 
nardino County 19, San Francisco 68, San Jose 20. 


Measles. 


49 cases of measles have been reported. Those com- 


munities reporting 10 or more cases are as follows: 
Los Angeles 16, San Bernardino County 14. 


* From reports received on November 21st and 22d for week 


ending November 19th. 


Scarlet Fever. 

179 cases of scarlet fever have been reported: Those 
communities reporting 10 or more cases are as fol. 
lows: Fresno County 19, Los Angeles County 20, Los 
Angeles 52. 
Whooping Cough. 

200 eases of whooping cough have bitin reported. 
Those communities reporting 10 or more eases are as 
follows: Oakland 12, Los Angeles County 15, Los 


Angeles 19, Santa Ana 25, Sacramento 10, San Fran- 
cisco 36. 


Smallpox. 
No eases have been reported. 


Typhoid Fever. 


11 cases of typhoid fever have been reported, as 
follows: Sanger 1, Humboldt County 1, Kings County 
2, Long Beach 1, Monterey Park 1, Madera County 1, 
San Diego 2, Fairfield 1, Ventura County 1. 


Meningitis (Epidemic). 
4 cases of epidemic meningitis have been reported, 
as follows: Bakersfield 1, South Gate 1, La Habra }, 
San Bernardino County 1. 
Leprosy. 
One case of leprosy from San J oaquin County has 


reported. 


Poliomyelitis. 
2 eases of poliomyelitis have been reported, «s 
follows: Sanger 1, San Francisco 1. 
Encephalitis (Epidemic). 
2 cases of epidemic encephalitis have been reported, 
as follows: Humboldt County 1, Long Beach 1. 


Undulant Fever. 


1 case of undulant fever from Tulare County has 
been reported. 


Septic Sore Throat. 


3 cases of septic sore throat have been reported, 4s 
follows: Bakersfield 1, Santa Monica 1, San Fran- 
cisco 


Relapsing Fever. 
1 case of relapsing fever from Placer County has 
been reported. 
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